ARTICLE 2: Frequency of Enteric Fever Among Children Presenting with Acute Febrile
IlIness

English Summary: This cross-sectional study, conducted at Punjab Rangers Teaching Hospital,
Lahore, over seven months, enrolled 121 children with acute febrile illness lasting more than 48
hours to determine the frequency of blood culture—confirmed enteric fever. The mean age was
about 6.6 years, most patients were male, and mean fever duration was around 5.5 days. Blood
culture was positive in 19% of children, with Salmonella Typhi accounting for the majority of
positive cases and Salmonella Paratyphi the rest. Children with temperatures above 39°C were
significantly more likely to have positive cultures. The authors conclude enteric fever remains
common among febrile children in this setting and is linked to high-grade fever, though the single-
centre, modest sample size limits generalizability.
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